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Jose Maria Figueres presidential candidate for Costa Rica's National Liberation Party (Partido de
Liberacion Nacional, PLN) won the Feb. 6 general elections with a margin of victory of just 2.2%
over Miguel Angel Rodriguez, the runner up who ran on the governing Social Christian Unity Party
(Partido de Unidad Social Cristiana, PUSC) ticket. Figueres, who will take office on May 8, won
49.7% of the votes, compared to Rodriguez's 47.5%.
In many ways, Figueres's victory over the PUSC's Rodriguez resembles the electoral process which
took place in Honduras just three months earlier. In both the Costa Rican and Honduran elections,
social democrats defeated center-right candidates that had run on the governing party ticket. In
both cases, the victors had based their campaigns on heavy criticism of the prevailing neoliberal
economic policies carried out by the governing parties.
And, Figueres and his Honduran counterpart Carlos Roberto Reina both promised in their
campaigns to greatly increase assistance to the poorest groups in their countries most affected by
structural adjustment programs. In fact, economic policy was practically the only substantive issue
addressed during the Costa Rican campaign, which largely deteriorated into mutual mud-slinging
between the two candidates regarding each other's moral stature.
Rodriguez an economist and businessman who once served as a deputy in the Legislative Assembly
had promised to speed up the free-market economic reforms begun in the 1980s and to channel the
additional revenue generated from increased economic growth into health and education programs.
In contrast, Figueres an industrial engineer who graduated from the West Point Military Academy
and Harvard University was sharply critical of the "trickle-down" policies of the present PUSC
government, headed by President Rafael Calderon. Rather than await the benefits of an "economic
boom" as proposed by the PUSC, Figueres promised to immediately reorient government spending
priorities in order to substantially boost funding for health care, education, and other social
development projects.
Despite Figueres electoral promises, however, the president-elect will face an uphill battle in the
Legislative Assembly to implement his policies, since the PLN failed to win a majority of legislative
seats in the Feb. 6 balloting. According to the most recent figures released by the Supreme Electoral
Tribunal (Tribunal Supremo de Elecciones, TSE), the PLN will control 28 of the total 57 seats in the
new legislature. The PUSC will have 25 representatives, while the remaining four seats will be held
by deputies from tiny minority parties.
During the Calderon administration, the President was able to count on a majority in the Assembly,
since the PUSC controlled 29 seats. With the Feb. 6 victory by Figueres, the PLN has now triumphed
in seven of the 11 electoral contests held since Costa Rica's 1948 "revolution," which was in fact led
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by the president-elect's father, Jose "Pepe" Figueres. The PLN has also won three of the last four
elections, occupying the presidency for two consecutive terms from 1982 until 1990, when current
President Calderon took office.
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